
 

 

DRAFT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
Prepared for: 

District Department of Transportation 
Transportation Policy and Planning Administration 

2000 14th Street, NW, 7th Floor 
Washington, DC 20009 

 
 
 
 

By: 
 

 
 
 

In Association with: 
 

KKKLLLSSS   EEEnnngggiiinnneeeeeerrriiinnnggg 
October 15, 2004 

 

DDAANNIIEELL  CCOONNSSUULLTTAANNTTSS,,  IINNCC..  

District Department of Transportation

d.
District Department of Transportation

d.



Brentwood Road, N.E. Transportation Study DRAFT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

 1

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

The District Department of Transportation (DDOT) 
initiated a study to assess the transportation 
improvement needs in the Brentwood Road Area of 
Northeast Washington, D.C. This study addresses 
citizens’ concerns on speeding traffic, traffic 
congestion, and transportation safety. 

The study area is bounded to the North by Rhode 
Island Avenue, to the East by Montana Avenue, to 
the West by CSX railroad right of way, and to the 
South by New York Avenue. It has mixed land use 
with commercia l and industrial establishments (on 
both sides of Brentwood Road) and residential 
developments.  One important objective of this 
study is to seamlessly integrate residential areas 
with commercial areas by providing the residents 
with transportation facilit ies to easily access the 
area’s commercial developments. 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 
Traffic Congestion.  Most of the 
intersections in the area operate at an 
acceptable level of service (LOS).  
The exceptions are the three 
intersections -- Brentwood Road and 
Bryant Street/13th Street, Rhode Island 
Avenue and 12th Street/Saratoga 
Avenue, and Brentwood Road/13th 
Street and Rhode Island Avenue.  The 
first two intersections operate at 
LOS F (or very poor performance) 
during the morning and afternoon 
peak hours. 

The results of a travel time and delay 
study along the Brentwood Road-9th 
Street-Mt. Olivet Rd Corridor 
(between Rhode Island Ave and West 
Virginia Ave) and the Brentwood 
Road-9th Street-Brentwood Parkway 
Corridor (between Rhode Island Ave 
and Florida Ave) have shown that 
reasonable travel times and delays 
exist in the corridors. 

Truck Traffic.  A significant amount of truck 
traffic uses the roads in the area to serve the local 
commercial and industrial establishments.  
Weekday and weekend truck compositions are 10-
12% and 5-7%, respectively. The impact of truck 
traffic is evident from the deteriorated pavement 
condition. A future weight monitoring at the new 9th 
Street Bridge will provide a mechanism for 
corrective measures in future. 

Speeding Traffic.  More than 90% of the vehicles 
observed violated the posted speed limit in the area, 
and about 30% of the vehicles exceed the design 
speed (10 miles per hour higher than the posted 
speed limit).  Speeding traffic is a major concern for 
the safety of pedestrians and children on the 
playgrounds. 
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Accident Ranges

Total Accidents from 1999 to 2001

At Intersections At Mid-block

Total Accidents 1999 - 2001 

Cut-Through Traffic.  The amount of cut-through 
traffic ranges between 20% and 40% of the total 
traffic, which indicates that Brentwood Road is a 
major route in the region.  This considerable 
amount of cut-through traffic require proper 
directional information for the motorists. 

 
Metrorail Users .  People access the Rhode 
Island Avenue Metrorail station by many 
modes.  The most dominant mode is Metrobus 
(48%).  The remaining users walk to the 
station from various points where they are 
dropped off or park their vehicles. Ten percent 
of the users at this Metrorail station were 
observed to use the Home Depot/Giant 
parking lot. 

Traffic Accidents.  During the period from 
1999 to 2001, the study area and surrounding 
roadways had 183 accidents at 21 
intersections and 13 accidents at 12 mid-block 
locations.  The majority of locations had from 
one to five accidents during the three-year 
period.  Only two intersections had more than 
20 accidents in the same period. 

Parking.  Streets adjacent to the churches 
show high occupancy on Sundays because churches 
do not have enough parking spaces.  During 
weekdays, parking occupancy is high on streets 
adjacent to the DMV.  Commuters occupied 38% of 
the parking lot capacity of Giant and Home Depot 
in order to ride Metrorail; recent parking 
enforcement has eliminated that problem. 

Roadway Conditions.  The pavement condition, in 
general, is poor in the area's road network. In recent 
months, a new pavement overlay on Brentwood 
Road has improved the condition. 

Bicycles Facilities.  The level of service of the 
existing bicycle facilities is very poor; no main 
roads have a level of service better than D. 

Pedestrian Facilities.  The level of service of the 
existing pedestrian facilities is rated D or better for 
Brentwood Road, D or better for Rhode Island 

Avenue, and D or better for Montana Avenue with 
the exception of a few links where sidewalks do not 
exist and water flows over the sidewalk. 

Signings and Markings.  Signing and markings in 
the area are, in general, regulatory in nature, e.g., 
parking restrictions, speed limit, etc. A significant 
number of them require maintenance. 
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Metrorail Users' Origin

Distribution (%) 
Origin 
Station Time 

Cut 
Through  Local  

1 AM 35.8 64.2 
1 PM 39.4 60.6 
2 AM 41.6 58.4 
2 PM 33.7 66.3 
3 AM 19.6 80.4 
3 PM 30.5 69.5 
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Planned Developments.  Several developments are 
under consideration in the study area, including: 

1. New 9th Street Bridge 
2. Brentwood Shopping Center expansion 
3. Metrorail station TOD developments 
4. Post Office Sanitation facility  
5. Israel Baptist Church expansion 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The recommendations for the Brentwood area were 
developed based on the analysis of the identified 

problems.  The proposed improvements varied from 
minor to major and were categorized as: 

1. Traffic improvements, which are further 
divided into intersection, corridor, alley, 
and roadway improvements 

2. Parking improvements 
3. Transit improvements 
4. Pedestrian/Bicycle improvements 

The recommendations are summarized in the 
following table (in no specific order or priority), 
followed by figures of major corridor improvement 
scenarios for Brentwood Road and Montana 
Avenue. 

 

Mitigating Objectives 

No. Intersection 
Name 

Recommended 
Improvements 

Reduces 
Speeding 

Increases 
Mobility1 

Increases 
Traffic 
Safety 

Increases 
Pedestrian 

Friendliness 

Increases 
Neighborhood 
Friendliness2 

TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS: INTERSECTIONS 
1  Brentwood 

Road and 
Saratoga 
Avenue  

• Modify signs & 
markings  

• Reduce the curb 
radius  

• Install pedestrian 
countdown signals  

• Install Lead 
pedestrian indication 
signals  

 a a a 
 

2  Brentwood 
Road, Bryant 
Street and 
13th Street 

• Install Roundabout 

• Relocate crosswalk 
• Install speed display 

sign 

a a a a a 

3  Brentwood 
Road and 
Giant 
Shopping 
Center 
Entrance/W 
Street 

• Remove redundant 
markings  

• Install necessary 
signs and markings  

• Relocate signal 
heads  

• Align W Street with 
the Giant ramp 

 a a 
  

4  9th Street and 
T Street  

• Prohibit left turns 
from the southbound 
9th Street approach 
at T Street 

• Detour traffic at V 
Street, through 
Brentwood Road 
and T Street 

 a a 
  

5  Brentwood 
Parkway, 6 th 
Street and 
Penn Street 

• Install necessary 
signs and markings  

 a a 
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Mitigating Objectives 

No. Intersection 
Name 

Recommended 
Improvements 

Reduces 
Speeding 

Increases 
Mobility1 

Increases 
Traffic 
Safety 

Increases 
Pedestrian 

Friendliness 

Increases 
Neighborhood 
Friendliness2 

6  Rhode Island 
Avenue and 
Reed Street 

• Install lane 
separation, guide 
line-markings for 
dual left turns 

• Assess the feasibility 
of using pedestrian 
countdown signals  

• Assess the feasibility 
of using lead 
pedestrian indication 
signals  

  a a 
 

7  Rhode Island 
Avenue and 
12th Street/ 
Saratoga 
Avenue 

• Add a left turn lane 
to southbound 12th 
Street approach leg 

• Add a left turn lane 
for northbound 
Saratoga Avenue 
approach leg 

• Install pedestrian 
countdown signals  

• Install lead 
pedestrian indication 
signals  

 a 
 a 

 

8  Montana 
Avenue and 
Rhode Island 
Avenue 

• Install pedestrian 
push buttons and 
pedestrian signals  

• Allow adequate 
pedestrian crossing 
time 

• Install pedestrian 
countdown signals  

• Install lead 
pedestrian indication 
signals  

   a 
 

9  Montana 
Avenue and 
17th 
Street/Bryant 
St 

• Install mast arm-
mounted signal 
heads  

  a 
  

TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS: CORRIDORS 
10  Brentwood 

Road 
Corridor 
[Figures 
attached] 

• Install roundabout 

• Install continuous 
sidewalks  

• Install center islands 
at approaches  

a a a a a 

11  Montana 
Avenue 
Corridor 
[Figures 
attached] 

• Install a roundabout 

• Install center islands 
or bumpouts at 
approaches  

a 
 a a a 
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Mitigating Objectives 

No. Intersection 
Name 

Recommended 
Improvements 

Reduces 
Speeding 

Increases 
Mobility1 

Increases 
Traffic 
Safety 

Increases 
Pedestrian 

Friendliness 

Increases 
Neighborhood 
Friendliness2 

12  Downing 
Street 
Corridor 

• Install speed humps 
and raised sidewalks  

• Install physical 
barrier to prevent 
illegal movement 

• Install proper 
markings to aid the 
motorists to stay in 
the correct lanes  

 a a 
  

13  All alley 
intersections  

• Install parking 
restriction signs  

  a 
  

14  Alley off 
Montana 
Avenue 

• Install speed humps 
and signs  

  a 
 a 

15  9th Street 
Bridge 
(Weight 
Enforcement) 

• Monitor weight on 
the new bridge using 
weigh-in-motion 
technologies  

  a 
 a 

16  Brentwood 
residential 
streets  

• Converge Bryant 
and 13th Streets 

• Open up W Street 
(off Brentwood 
Road) into the 
neighborhood 

 a 
  a 

17  Entire area • Repair and install 
necessary devices 

 a a 
 a 

PARKING-RELATED IMPROVEMENTS 
18  Bryant and 

13th Street 
Parking 
facilities  

• Increase Church 
parking to reduce 
dependency on 
neighborhood 
parking 

NOTE: Any parking 
restriction will hurt the 
neighborhood visitors. 

    a 

19  Giant/Home 
Depot 
Parking  

• The shopping center 
management has 
implemented parking 
enforcement through 
private agencies. 

    a 

METRORAIL-ACCESS-RELATED IMPROVEMENTS 
20  Metrorail 

Access – to 
Home Depot 

• Install pedestrian 
refuge island 

• Install appropriate 
markings and signs  

• Install rumble strips  

• Reduce pedestrian 
walking distances  

a 
 a a a 
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Mitigating Objectives 

No. Intersection 
Name 

Recommended 
Improvements 

Reduces 
Speeding 

Increases 
Mobility1 

Increases 
Traffic 
Safety 

Increases 
Pedestrian 

Friendliness 

Increases 
Neighborhood 
Friendliness2 

21  Metrorail 
Access – at 
Giant’s 
Ramp 
Crossing 

• Install pedestrian 
rails  

• Install appropriate 
markings and signs  

• Install rumble strips  

a 
 a a 

 

22  Metrorail 
Access – to 
Rhode Island 
Avenue 

• Provide information 
signing 

• Provide 
maintenance on 
ramp and stairs  

 a 
 a 

 

BUS RELATED IMPROVEMENTS 
23  Giant/Home 

Depot 
Shopping 
Center 

• Provide bus 
circulation pattern 
within the lot 

• Recommend bus -
shelter on 
Brentwood Road 

• Install rumble strips  
• Reduce pedestrian 

walking distances  

 a 
 a 

 

CURB AND SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS 
24  2200 Block 

of 13th St 
• Restore curb and 

gutter 
  a 

 a 

25  1300 Block 
of Bryant 
Street 

• Restore curb and 
gutter 

• Install sidewalk 

  a a a 

26  Front of 
Waste and 
Transfer 
Station 

• Restore curb and 
gutter 

• Install sidewalk 

  a a a 

27  Entire area 
(at various 
locations) 

• Install/repair 
sidewalks  

• Install/repair curb 
ramps  

• Install/repair curbs  

  a a a 

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS 
28  13th street, 

Bryant 
Street, 
Brentwood 
Road 

• Relocate crosswalk 

• Install electronic 
speed display signs  

• Install roundabouts  

a a a a a 

29  Mid-block 
Crosswalk on 
Rhode Island 
Avenue 
(between 
13th St and 
Montana 
Avenue) 

• Remove the mid-
block crosswalk 

• Install pedestrian 
push-button 
actuated crosswalk 
near the Fire Station 

   a 
 

1 Mobility pertains to both public and private vehicles 
2 Neighborhood friendliness concerns the neighborhood esthetics, parking, and the type of vehicular traffic coming into 

the community 












